Extended Fork Cap Installation for GL1800
I have checked with a few of my trike friends and we have a couple questions. How long are the extenders?  I would like about an inch in height.
The overall length of our extenders is 1-1/2", once installed the front end of the trike would be approx 1" higher. Our trike front end ended up about 1 to 1-1/8" higher. 


Because the fork tubes are at an angle (4.5 deg on a Power Trak), one does not see the full 1-1/2" length added to the fork tubes. Raising the front end about 1"+  is the result of the triple tree/fork tube angle. 

I don’t understand your statement, “there is no longer a left and right fork cap” I did not know there was a left or right fork cap.  I thought both OEM caps were identical.
 On the OEM fork caps, the right side cap is drilled and tapped for the cartridge rod that screws into the cap bottom.  The left cap has no rod and thus is not tapped from Honda, (making them left and right).  Both of our caps are drilled and tapped so it no longer matters which cap goes on left or right fork tube. 

Is there an oil seal?  Do we just use the original?
With reasonable care you can easily remove and re-use the OEM O-rings from the original caps. 

On to the Install:
 Remove the obvious obstacles and get to the fork caps. We only had to remove the dash assembly.  We raised the front wheel off the ground to start; we wanted as much pressure off the fork springs as we could get before starting.

 It would be VERY helpful to have a friend with you to help as when removing the existing fork caps you will find they are still under spring pressure as the springs are a little pre-loaded.

We used a long extension bar on our socket. One person "straddled" the bike to remove the caps and the other helped keep "down" pressure by holding onto the extension bar.

The pressure on the caps (from the spring compression) is moderate, just know there is pressure there while removing them.

Also note there is a tube under the fork cap, you will see it after the OEM cap is removed. The tube will slide up as the spring pressure is finally relieved. It is a spacer tube placed there by Honda, this tube remains in place.


 The left side cap will completely come off the fork tube and you will find the O-ring on that cap for re-use on the new cap.  If, at this point you wish, you may just install the new cap on the left side, make sure you remove the O-ring off the original cap and re-install on the new cap before screwing the new cap in.

On to the right side cap.

 Unscrew the right side cap just as on the left side ONLY this time, the cap will NOT completely come away from the fork tube because of the cartridge rod that is screwed into the OEM cap bottom side will keep the cap from coming loose.

Note the right side fork tube has a similar tube underneath the cap (again an OEM part), the cartridge rod is inside the tube and attached to the cap.

To remove the rod, grab hold of the OEM fork cap and slide it to one side. The tube in the fork tube will remain in position but the fork cap and rod will slide to one side.

The person "straddling" the bike can take a wide blade screw driver, place the blade on top the (now exposed) tube and push it back down into the fork tube. 

The second person can now "pull up" on the fork cap (the rod can move ) and get a 12mm (if memory serves) wrench between the cap and tube where you will find a lock nut for the cartridge rod. 

We have a set of "short" wrenches (about 4" long) which worked well, to loosen the rod lock nut.  Longer wrenches may pose a problem getting to the rod lock nut; you may find taking the right side handle bar off will allow you to use a longer wrench.

Put the wrench on the nut and loosen the fork cap from the jamb nut, once loose you can unscrew the right side fork cap.

The cartridge rod can "spin", we used "needle nose" vise grips (set to a light setting) to hold the rod while unscrewing the cap from the rod, you may not need this step, just depends on how tight the threads fit between the cap and cartridge rod.

Once removed, the person holding the tube in the fork tube and "ease up" on the screwdriver and let the tube come up from inside the fork tube. It too will remain in place.

Take the O- ring from the OEM cap and place it on the new cap.  After coffee ;)

To replace the right side cap, you once again need to have the person take the screw driver and PUSH the tube back down into the fork tube while the second person screws the cap onto the cartridge rod, (vise grips may again help) make sure you tighten the jamb nut once the cap is screwed onto the rod. Once it is screwed on and the jamb nut is tight, the person holding the tube down can "ease up".


With the cap now attached to the cartridge rod, slide the cap and rod back to approx center then with the socket and extension push down until you can screw the cap back into the fork tube.

Make sure both caps are tight. You are now done with the cap installation, it is now time to extend the forks down the triple tree.

Caps installed
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NOTE!: Remove the 2 bolts holding the clutch and brake hoses that attach to the triple tree! (bottom side of the tree) BEFORE you push the tubes down the tree!.

You may need to relocate the clamps further down them as the hoses may become too tight to re-attach them to the original location because the front end will sit higher.

Trying to place the hoses in the original location will show the "tightness" of the hoses and will be obvious with the front wheel off the ground. ( Forks are 1-1/2" longer now ) but there is plenty of hose length.

We found we needed to relocate them 1" down from original attachment points. 
We can supply hose mounting extension pieces with the caps if you feel you need them.
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Now your ready to loosen ALL the pinch bolts on both sides of the triple tree.

Take a rubber mallet or some other suitable tool and "tap" on top of each cap, one side first then the other. Alternate left and right as the tubes move down through the triple tree. ( Front wheel was NOT removed when we did our trike ).

STOP when the driver side of the caps is flush with the top of the triple tree this is the correct original install depth. ( front wheel sides will not be flush, this is normal )

Re-torque ALL the pinch bolts in the triple tree.

Place the front wheel back onto the ground ( or leave up, your choice) to install the extensions for relocating the hose clamps and re-attach the hose clamps.

Your done with the install you can now replace the dash (everything else).

YOUR DONE! The front of your Trike should now be your desired 1" higher. :)
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